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Q4: As you are aware, it is my view
that the opposition to the status
quo situation in our country in now
total. It is my view that unlike the
past, Iranians are no longer divided
between those who are inside the
country and those in exile or those
who  support  constitutional
monarchy as opposed to a republic.
The nation has matured and what is
wanted by all is a move in the
direction of real democracy. In
these circumstances when all
Iranians want change, divisions
arise only amongst those who
believe that the current system is
capable or incapable of delivering
the types of reforms that would put
the country on the right track.
Would you agree therefore that
recent events confirm the fact that
the time has now arrived for new
political alignments to cast aside
past affiliations and contest power
on the merit of their ideas and
visions for a future Iran?

A4: While | agree with thrust of this
argument, | think that the following analysis
will shed more light on the question: It is
important to stress that reformers within the
IRl were essentially divided into two
separate camps. One side - consisting of
key people around President Khatami -
believes that not all the cards have yet
been played, thus there is still time to
resolve certain difficulties having to do with
the position of the Supreme Leader (by
essentially limiting him to a ceremonial role
as the 'father of the nation'), thereby
rescuing the Islamic republic from an
ignominious ending. The other camp which
is influenced by people like Saeed
Hajarian, Abbas Abdi and Mostafa
Tajzadeh are of the view that so long as the
concept of 'Velayate Faghih' has not been
set aside, then the path to despotism is not
completely blocked. However, in promoting
this belief they believe in a step by step
approach for the attainment of this
outcome. For example, they think that
Khamenei should be the last Supreme
Leader and that he ought to be convinced
by the likes of President Khatami that apart
from acting within the letter of the law, no
one should succeed him in his office once
he is no longer around, and that
subsequently all powers should then be
vested in the various elected bodies. What
has emerged recently is a 'Third Force'
consisting of deserters from the camps of
government reformists as well as 'religious-
nationalist' figures

associated with early IRl governments
(such as former Islamic Majles Deputy,
Shloh Saadi). These people are of the view
that the IRI system requires a complete
overhaul, and without being blunt about it,
they seek a step by step move towards a

full-fledged secular system of government.
They feel that while the reformist
movement of President Khatami in 1997
was responsive to the needs of the nation
at that time, this is no longer the case. The
recently published manifesto of Akbar Ganji
espousing the creation of a "True Republic'
and consigning the current system to a
historical museum is a reflection of their
aspirations.  An  interestingly  new
development is that positions advocated by
most reasonable secular democratic
political organizations in exile is not that
different to what is being espoused by this
"Third Force'. Agreeing on the notion that
the current structure is incapable of
adapting itself to the requirements of most
Iranian, the only major area of difference is
whether the path for change should be an
accelerated one - as called for by most
exile groups - or a step by step approach as
indicated by those active forces inside the
country. As a result of these developments,
with each passing day the tone and the
message of those living abroad is
becoming more identical to the types of
sentiments being expressed within the
country, and this has had an effect of
immeasurably alarming and scaring the
Islamic authorities, since another clear
aspect of this convergence is the rejection
of the types of radical alternatives that are
on offer on the one hand by the
conservatives and on the other by the
hated Mojahedin leadership in Iraq.

Q5: So how do you see a progression of
moves to institutionalize the new
alinement that we have spoken of so
that it can display itself in a meaningful
way on the political scene? Is there not a
need to be open minded and not
restrictive as Akbar Ganji has been
through his insistence on say a
Republic? Should the ultimate outcome
for a 'true democracy' that supplants
Ganji's concept of a true republic
beyond the IRI not be left to the
discretion of the people?

A5: The first precondition is to for all
secular democrats to accept 'the rules of a
democratic game' and to enter the fray
without engaging in an ideological debates.
Moreover, in these early stages it is
necessary for elite elements to workout a
theoretical basis for this new alignment in
the form of a manifesto, in order to prevent
its diversion by populist elements who have
a history of successfully catching the public
eye and subsequently leading the people to
a political dead end. Unlike Akbar Ganiji's
manifesto that speaks of a need for a 'true
republic', the manifesto that | am referring
to should address the task of attaining the
goal of a 'true democracy' in Iran, and this
can only be done by making specific
reference to the types of institutions that a
true democracy requires in any modern set
up in order to guarantee the freedom and
basic rights of all citizens.

Intelligence Minister
warns of rift between

youth and revolution
IRNA-Iran’s Minister of Intelligence
Ali Younesi has warned of a
'historical rift between the youth and
the past history of revolution and the
nation'.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of
the seminar on 'Documents and
Current History', he added, "We
should not let the youth go into

historical amnesia as this could
seriously threaten our national
identity."

Any nation which breaks its links with
the past will lose its identity and can
be easily swayed in different path,
Younesi said adding, "It is easy for
others to impose a future on such a
country."

He said the hegemonistic nations as
the enemies of the Muslim world's
identity 'impose their own desired
events on them to distance them
from their past glorious history".

He further called on researchers,
academics and scholars to embark
on 'a renaissance of historiography to
revitalize national identity and
heritage'.

He warned that if such efforts are
delayed, "We can be bogged down in
a historical ignorance and inertia
which could become impossible to
overcome in the future."

Some scuffles broke out between the
police and the students who insisted
to head for outside the campus.

The students had been allowed to
observe the national day inside the
campus, but not to take to the
streets.
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Students Herald the Dawn of a
New Political Realignment in Iran

Rouzegar-e-Now Editor Ali Nourizadeh in Q&A with Mehrdad Khonsari

Qx: How do you assess the importance of the latest
series of student protests. Were they merely a
reaction to the strong sentence passed against
Hashem Aghajeri or did his case serve as an excuse
for expressing dissent because of whole range of
other issues confronting Iran at this time?

A1: First and foremost, the spontaneous nature of the students'
reactions completely surprised the conservative quarters within
the ruling establishment. The aim of the conservatives had been
to create a situation 0 Owhereby the legislation brought
forward by the reformists to enhance the powers of the
presidency could somehow be withdrawn or drastically
amended. They had orchestrated their actions by moving in the
first instance to arrest leading reformist personalities such as
Abbas Abdi as well as people such as Dr. Hossein Ghazian who
was indicted on the grounds that he had published a survey
indicating favourable public opinion on the subject of restoring
relations with the US. The second part of their strategy was to
deal a body blow to the main thrust of the reform movement
through the apprehension of Dr. Hashem Aghajeri, a leading
member of the 'Mojahedin Enghelabe Eslami' on trumped up
charges of apostasy. It is quite clear that the conservatives had
not counted on the involvement of a third party - namely the
students - into their overall calculations nor the fact that the
student protests would not remain confined just to the Aghajeri
affair. Indeed, once the conservatives had backed off through
the announcement by Ayatollah Khamenei that the verdict
condemning Aghajeri to death should be reviewed, it was
expected that the student demonstrations would also come to
an end. Yet, this is precisely what did not happen, indicating
without a shadow of a doubt that what the students were
protesting about concerned the widely felt sense of malaise
throughout the country and went way beyond issues having
solely to do with Aghajeri.

Q2: What in your view are the key distinctive
features of these demonstrations, particularly in
comparison to those of July 1999?

A2: The most important feature of the current demonstrations
which completely distinguished them from anything associated
with student movements in the past was the fact that the
protests were not confined to one or two university campuses
but were widespread throughout the country.

Moreover, the students were fully in charge of the slogans they
were chanting which was an independent reflection of their own
wants and desires as opposed to being a mouthpiece for any of
the competing political factions associated with the ruling
establishment. Another important feature of these
demonstrations was the reluctance on the part of the formal
security forces to become entangled with the students. This was
mainly due to the role performed by the external media which
had essentially given wide coverage to the cause of the
students. Hence, their reluctance to want to engage in the sort
of activity that could potentially enrage world public opinion. This
was a worrying factor for the regime which felt obliged to call on

the 'Basij', so that in the ultimate scenario, they would perform a
mission which the regular security establishment was unwilling
to take on.

Q3: Is it not a fact that the main student movement, namely
'Office of Tahkim Vahdat' (Consolidation for Unity) was in the
past somehow associated with the regime and operated
essentially within the framework accepted by the regime in
support of the so-called government reformist?

Have the recent demonstrations altered this scene in any way
and as a result have the protesting students' links with the IRI
officials been somehow ruptured?

A3: A consequence of the recent student demonstrations has
seen the former links between 'Office of Tahkim Vahdat' and the
government become severely ruptured. In a sense they joined
all the other students in the country, and their subsequent
slogans attacking Ayatollah Khamenei is proof of their defection.
Also, it is was generally assumed in the past that the students
were essentially 'the foot soldiers of the government reformers'.
It is now been established that the aim of the Iranian student
movement is no longer one that aspires to promote government
reformers. Hence, the goal posts have been changed and
student demands for change have gone beyond anything on
offer by the ruling establishment. This is reflected in the
seemingly identical slogan on the part of both the students and
the reformers that calls for a 'referendum'. However, in reality
while the reformers want a referendum in order to curtail powers
of the Supreme Leader, the students in line with many other
political quarters want a referendum in order to move beyond
the current political system. In essence, therefore, 'Office of
Tahkim Vahdat' has now joined a wide array of other political
movements both inside and outside the country that basically
advocates a nationalist and secular-democratic future for Iran.
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Dialogue of Murder.....

Relations between Tehran and Paris led to lucrative contracts
and greater restrictions on the activities of the Iranian opposition.
Mitterand,s plans to visit Tehran never materialised due to the
public outcry.

At the Group of Seven summit, a meeting of the seven leading
industrial states, in Munich in July 1992, the United States
proposed a strong condemnation of Iranian policies concerning
terrorism, human rights, and nuclear armament. The Europeans,
especially the Germans, opposed the American initiative, leading
to its withdrawal. Not surprisingly, the Islamic republic,s agents
operated throughout Germany with exceptional ease. On August
9, 1992, Fereydoun Farrokhzad, a well-known singer and
opposition figure, was stabbed by an assassin at his home in
Bonn. Three days later his body was found lying in a pool of
blood with his dog whimpering beside him. A month later, on
September 17, Sadegh Sharafkandi, who succeeded the
murdered Qassemlou, together with two of his associates, were
gunned down mafia-style while they ate at a Berlin restaurant
called Mykonos.

German police arrested the leader of the hit squad Kazem
Darabi (an Iranian) and four of the eight suspected Lebanese
perpetrators and put them on trial in Berlin. The Mykonos trial
lasted three and a half years and involved 246 sessions of the
court, 176 witnesses and thousands of pages of documentary
evidence. Despite the German Government,s attempts to
pressure the Court to refrain from pointing a finger at Tehran, the
president of the tribunal, Judge Frithjof Kubsch, declared that the
“atrocious murders” were ordered by the “highest state levels”. In
March 1996 an international arrest warrant was issued for Ali
Fallahian, Rafsanjani,s Intelligence Minister, for his role in the
assassinations of Iranian dissidents in Germany.

All the European Union countries, with the exception of Italy and
Greece, immediately recalled their ambassadors from Iran. But
two months later, they all sent them back and started doing

The Evolving Role Of Religion......

sham that more closely resembles the types of unacceptable
elections previously held in “Apartheid South Africa” where the
overwhelming majority of the population were prevented from
participating in the political process. In fairness, one should
make a necessary qualification by adding that in the current
‘Islamic Apartheid’ system, which we have in Iran, only
independent minded Iranians wishing to seek public office are
barred from taking part in any election. Indeed, the regime
employs various means to induce as many people as it can to
participate in its well-orchestrated elections for purposes of
rationalizing and legitimizing itself to the outside world.

This prevailing debate concerning religion and politics in
contemporary Iran has been further influenced by new internal
developments brought about by the advent of globalization and
the information revolution. These have greatly broadened the
intellectual horizons of Iranian society by making the general
population much less amenable to the whims and dictates of
their political masters who have never allowed the tightly
controlled mass media — specifically the national radio and
television programs - to utter a slightest word of dissent from
their officially prescribed positions.

In this context the impact of a number of Islamic scholars who
had previously been active in the revolution and the
development of the new Islamic republic has been significant.
Their critical references to the insular dogmatism of the clergy
and their questioning of broader philosophical justifications of
an Islamic state governed by a so-called ‘Supreme Leader’ have
been pivotal in setting the stage for the discussion of concepts
such as secularism and democracy.

However, since the ‘2nd Khordad Reform Movement of 1997,
while debates concerning the role of religion in Iran have
advanced to a point that openly questions the legitimacy of the
doctrine of “Velayat-e Faghily’, it is also essential to point out that
many prominent Islamic scholars such as Abdolkarim Soroush

business as usual with the clerical regime, as if nothing had
happened. In fact the Europeans preferred to appease the
Islamic regime in lIran with what they called “economic
incentives.”

On May 28, 1996, Reza Mazlouman, a dissident publisher and
activist, was expecting guests at his apartment in the suburb of
Creteil. At 5p.m. Ahmad Jeyhouni and Mojtaba Mashadi knocked
on his door. Mazlouman was having tea with a French woman,
so the two men said they would return in a couple of hours. The
next morning, Mazlouman was found dead with two bullets in his
chest and a shattering coup de grace under one eye. Jayhouni,
a video-shop owner described by investigators as “closely
linked” to the Iranian Embassy in Bonn, was arrested in
Germany and extradited to France on October 24. Their trials
were at last held in June 2001. Jeyhouni was sentenced to
seventeen years in jail. ,Amazingly, Mojtaba Mashadi was
acquitted,” Dr Ganiji has written in his latest book, Defying the
Iranian Revolution. ,The French system of justice, at times, has
surprises of its own.”

The emergence of Khatami in 1997 and the endless charade of
hardliners versus the reformers inside the Islamic republic has
provided a suitable excuse for the EU to maintain their heads in
the sand whilst arguing that dialogue with Iran will help the
reformists. In December 2002 the EU opened its talks with
Tehran on the basis that it will not sign a proposed trade
agreement unless the Islamic republic shows progress on
human rights and terrorism concerns. Many Iranians remain
cynical. It is all about money they say. Even with the widespread
movement towards greater freedoms in Iran they believe that the
EU will continue to shrug their shoulders at the regime,s
misdeeds.

As Reza Pahlavi, himself a target of an assassination plot six
months ago, said at the National Press Club: ,The only way to
help the Iranian people achieve freedom is to stop cutting deals
with the Islamic regime. ,,

have taken the initiative of attempting to legitimize the concept
of secularism within the context of Islamic discourse. Moreover,
greatly perturbed by the efforts of the ruling establishment to
alter centuries of tradition by their attempts to ‘nationalize
religion” for purposes of advancing their own interests, clerics
such as Mohsen Kadivar have been outspoken in calling for the
need to preserve the independence of the clergy in face of an
Islamic state.

While in earlier times, people such as Soroush and Kadivar may
have been tolerated by the ruling establishment on the basis of
their aim to promote the illusion of democracy, five years after
the advent of Khatami and the roller-coaster experiences of the
state-sponsored reform movement, there is no longer any doubt
of the widening gap between public expectations and what is
actually on offer from the ruling theocracy.

But this failure to listen to what people have said repeatedly in
elections since 1997, along with the Islamic regime’s
determination to silence any dissent, cannot prevent the Iranian
people’s determined march towards a better future in a more
progressive society. A society in which religion is once and for
all “privatized’; a society where religious leaders are encouraged
to assume the role of providing moral guidance; and finally a
society in which politics and religion have finally been separated
from one another. Having said this, it would be a great folly for
anyone to under-estimate the challenges entailed in any ultimate
move towards secularism, for which a great deal of preparation
and wisdom is required so that our nation can make good use of
the knowledge gained from the experiences and difficulties of
others who have proceeded on the same road. Fortunately, Iran
is today blessed with a new middle class, which has taken shape
in the form of a new army of young educated minds who are
well averse with the virtues of a system that is based on secular
and democratic values and principles. What this new middle
class has learnt and experienced at great expense and personal
sacrifice has given it adequate preparation for the challenges
that lie ahead.
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mostly the créeme de la creme of imperial Iran, began to hope
again. Former politicians and generals, singers, artists and
writers, students and businessmen joined the chorus of
liberation.

In August 1981 a paramilitary organisation led by General
Bahram Aryana calling itself “Azadegan” (“Free Ones”) gained a
reputation for symbolic operations when former Admiral Kamal
Habibollahi and his men temporarily captured the “Tabarzin”, an
Iranian gunboat in Cherbourg destined for the Islamic republic.
For several days, the anti-Khomeini partisans sailed along the
coast of France and Spain flying the imperial flag. After
refuelling in Tangiers the crew were forced to surrender
themselves at the French port of Toulon. In a press conference,
former Admiral Habibollahi, explained his action as “an
extraordinary platform for us to be heard and to show the world
that millions of Iranians oppose Khomeini.”

Meanwhile, a professional army of Iranian
counterrevolutionaries was taking shape on the Iran-Turkey
frontier, for eventual deployment in a “liberation drive” planned
by General Gholam Ali Oveissi, the commander of the imperial
Iranian army. This force consisted of officers and men from elite
divisions of the late Shah,s military and was quartered in 22
makeshift barracks in eight Turkish villages ~ and at five
clandestine bases inside Iran.

Estimates of this monarchist force ranged from 2,000 to 8,000
men although exiled officers claimed that they could raise up
two full divisions (22,000 men), provided they received financial
support. One potential source of new recruits were the 100,000
Iranian war prisoners held by Iraq to be prepared to join anti-
Khomeini forces in exchange for their freedom. A stream of
visitors, including colourful emissaries from Iranian Kurdish
chiefs and political advisers from the exiles in Paris, created an
impression of feverish activity in what was a snowbound
remoteness.

On February 7, 1984, assassins shot and killed the 64 year old
General Oveissi and his brother as they left an apartment in
Paris. Oveissi,s death dealt a major blow to the anti-mullah
opposition forces. A mysterious group called “Islamic Jihad”
claimed responsibility from London. The French police were
never able to capture the assassins. After General Aryana,s
death from a heart-attack the liberation armies evaporated.
Next to Bakhtiar, Ali Amini and Ahmad Madani, other opponents
of the mullarchy such as the ex-president Abol Hassan Bani
Sadr and the fugitive Masoud Rajavi of the Mujaheddeen Khalq
were also busy forming their organisations. Clandestine radios
and exile publications exposed the Islamic republic,s use of
torture, executions, stonings, terrorism, and assassinations as
instruments of state policy. Enjoying diplomatic immunity the
agents of VAVAK nested at the Iranian embassy in Paris while
successfully infiltrating these groups and waiting to strike.
Rajavi and his supporters moved to Baghdad where they raised
a militia army and conducted a wave of terrorist attacks on
members of the Islamic regime.

In London, exiles staged huge protest rallies every Sunday at
Hyde Park Corner and in front of the Iranian Embassy. At
2:30p.m. on August 19, 1986, a bomb exploded in a Persian
video store in Kensington killing Bijan Fazelli, the 22 year old
son of Reza Fazelli an opponent of the Islamic republic who had
produced a number of comedy shows deriding the mullahs as
“corrupt and evil.” The brutal assassination of Ali Tavakoli and
his son Noureldeen on October 2, 1987 shocked and
intimidated the Iranian community. Both men were active
monarchists and had been found shot in their own home. After
that anti-regime demonstrations dwindled to a mere few. Their

murderers were released a few years later. Dozens of other
opponents were murdered or injured in Rome, Istanbul, Karachi
and Dubai.

The scope of the terrorist activities launched against individual
organisations opposed to the clerical regime and nationals of
other countries took place at an alarming rate and coincided
with Hashemi Rafsanjani,s rise to power as the President of the
Islamic republic and the European Union,s eagerness to
“improve commercial and political ties” with the “moderate
elements” in the Islamic regime. Despite the complications
caused by the late Khomeini,s fatwa against the author Salman
Rushdie, the EU and Iran continued their “critical dialogue” at
the expense of Iranian opposition leaders who now lived in daily
fear of assassination.

On July 11, 1989, Abdolrahman Qassemlou, the 59 year old
leader of the Kurdish Democratic Party, arrived in Vienna to
negotiate an autonomy agreement with emissaries of President
Rafsanjani. The next day, at about 7:30p.m. police discovered
Qassemlou,s bullet-riddled body seated in an armchair. His two
associates were sprawled dead on the floor. Within hours, the
Austrians had recovered the murder weapon, had one suspect,
Bozorgian, in custody and the second in a hospital, and knew
the identity of the third. In a few days, they had found enough
evidence to indict all three. According to Manuchehr Ganiji, the
leader of the Flag of Freedom Organisation and a survivor of
numerous attempts on his own life, “The Austrian authorities
took the easy route ° they let all three culprits go back to
Tehran.”

On April 24, 1990, Dr Kazem Rajavi (56), a human rights activist
and the brother of Massoud Rajavi, the leader of the Irag-based
National Council of Resistance, was assassinated by a four
man hit team that opened fire on his car outside his home in
Geneva. Two months later, the Swiss Police issued a report

passports "~ “all issued on the same date” ™ and flew between
Tehran and Geneva on Iran Air. Soon afterwards, Cyrus Elahi,
a high-ranking member of Dr Ganji,s pro-democracy opposition
movement, the Flag of Freedom Organisation, was
assassinated in cold blood. He was hit by six 7.65 revolver
bullets at about 9:30a.m. on October 23, 1990. Elahi,s body was
found in the lobby of his Parisian residence at 8 Rue Antoine
Bourdelle. His assassination found little echo in the press. On
April 8, 1991, Dr Abdolrahman Boroumand, a close adviser to
Bakhtiar, was stabbed to death outside his home.
On a stormy night, August 6, 1991, in one of the most shameful
acts of terrorism a three-man commando team sent from Tehran
and posing as his supporters brutally murdered the 77 year old
Dr Bakhtiar and his secretary, Soroush Katibeh. Both men were
stabbed to death under the very noses of their French security.
Bakhtiar,s corpse was found the next morning at his villa in
Suresnes. He was lying on his leather couch, his throat and
wrists cut by a kitchen knife. In the sensational trial that followed
in Paris in late 1994, it became clear that Bakhtiar,s
assassination was planned and carried out with Tehran,s direct
involvement.
Two of the killers fled to Iran, another was extradited from
Geneva but was later acquitted. Many Iranians, including the
families of the victims, blamed France,s diplomatic
rapprochement with Tehran for the deaths. Two year earlier in
February 1989, Roland Dumas had visited Iran to discuss trade
and on July 27, 1990 President Mitterand had ordered the
release of the Lebanese terrorist, Anis Naccache, who had led
the first attempt on Bakhtiar,s life in 1980.

Continued overleatf....
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Dialogue of Murder

The Iranian clerical regime which the European
Union has unwittingly appeased for decades
continues to claim unashamedly that it does not
condone, much less support terrorism. And yet, the
testimony and documentary evidence including
annual reports by the United Nations, the U.S
Department of State, and other concerned bodies,
human rights groups, and the world press have
established beyond any doubt that the leadership of
the Islamic republic has throughout the past 23 years
authorised, sponsored, and directed diverse acts of
global terror including the liquidation of over 120
Iranian dissidents in their chosen countries of exile
by assassins dispatched from Tehran. It is a
cautionary tale that must not be forgotten.

From the moment they seized power Ayatollah Khomeini and
his henchmen were determined to murder the deposed
monarch. An Islamic court in Tehran had, in fact, sentenced the
dying Shah, Empress Farah, the Crown Prince, and other
members of the Pahlavi family, to death in absentia on a
preposterous charge of ,waging war against Allah.”

The international press speculated that Khomeini had hired
“Carlos”, the notorious Venezuelan terrorist, to murder or kidnap
the Shah and his family in exile. More seriously, Yasser Arafat,
leader of the PLO, was reported to have offered the services of
his commandos to the Islamic Republic for the sole purpose of
eliminating the Shah. Arafat's ignoble offer was a calculated
ruse to persuade revolutionary Iran in joining his campaign
against Israel.

On December 7, 1979, Prince Shahriar Shafiq, the Shah,s
nephew, Princess Ashraf,s second son, was walking on a
Parisian street carrying groceries home to his sister,s apartment
in the Rue de la Villa Dupont, a cul-de-sac in the fashionable
16th Arrondissement.

A competent officer in the Imperial Iranian Navy and a
commander of the Persian Gulf fleet of Hovercraft, Prince
Shafiq had fled the Islamic revolution in a pleasure boat after a
dramatic chase from the port of Bandar Abbas and across the
Gulf to Kuwait. Nine months later in Paris he was busy plotting
a counterrevolution with other exiles and his contacts in the
Iranian navy to spearhead a counterrevolution from Kish Island.
But any hopes that he may have had for his country ended that
cold afternoon when a young man, later identified as a certain
Boghraie, pulled out a 9-millimeter pistol, and shot him in the
back of the head.

As Shafiq fell, the gunman bent over him, fired a second bullet
into his head, and then vanished among the crowd in the Rue
Pergolese. In Tehran, Sadegh Khalkhali, the revolutionary judge
responsible for countless executions in Iran, announced the
successful operation. “We were lucky,” he told reporters. “We
were after his mother but got him instead.”

Paris, once the base for Khomeini,s campaign against the
Shah,s rule, had become the headquarters of Iranian exiles
agitating against the daily atrocities in their homeland. One of
the most colourful leaders was Shapour Bakhtiar, a liberal and
the Shah,s last prime minister who had valiantly resisted the
Islamic revolution during his ill-fated 37 days government.
Having fled Iran he had immediately founded the National

Resistance Movement. “Iran will never
die,” became a famous motto for the
hundreds who flanked to his side.
Dividing his time between a busy office
on the Left Bank and his elegant
apartment at 101 Boulevard Bineau in |
the Paris suburb of Neuilly, Bakhtiar
issued manifestos and tape recorded
messages to his followers inside Iran
calling them to overthrow the “mullah
dictatorship.” On July 18, 1980, Bakhtiar
was in his pyjamas fixing breakfast
when a violent shoot-out broke out in his
apartment between his bodyguards and Arab terrorists. One
guard, 23-year old Jean-Michel Jamme, and an innocent French
lady in the building, were shot and killed.

The terrorists were eventually disarmed by the French police. In
a television interview, Bakhtiar revealed that the hit men had
been sent by Khalkhali and that he was aware of the threat for
several months. When asked whether this attempt would
change his determination to overthrow Ayatollah Khomeini,s
regime, Bakhtiar answered, “Nothing can stop me from fighting
this barbaric regime. My only desire is to see a free and
democratic Iran.”

Two days later, the Tehran authorities announced the crushing
of a plot by hundreds of former air force officers and the “Negab”
(“Mask”) organisation who claimed to have direct links with
Bakhtiar,s office in Paris. In the weeks that followed, hundreds
were executed after brief trials.

Fearful of a counter-revolution, the Islamic revolutionary secret
services went into deadly action. This time they chose another
Iranian by the name of Ali Akbar Tabatabai, as their target. A
former press attache at the Iranian Embassy in Washington
under the monarchy, Tabatabai was known as the main critic of

Cyrus Kadivar

the Khomeini regime in the United States and leader of the Iran
Freedom Foundation. On July 22, 1980, Tabatabai was shot
three times in the abdomen at his Bethesda home in Maryland
by an assassin disguised as a postman. Forty-five minutes later,
at 12:34 P.M., Tabatabai was pronounced dead at Suburban
Hospital.

The man who fired the semi-automatic Browning was David
Theodore Belfield alias Dawud Salahuddin, a 29 year old
African American Muslim who had been paid five thousand
dollars for the job. After shooting his victim, the assassin had
escaped the crime scene with the help of a friend who was
waiting with the rental car, and they made their way to Montreal.
From there Salahuddin booked a flight to Paris with a
connection to Geneva where he took refuge in the Islamic
Iranian Consulate for seven days before getting a visa to go on
to Iran where he lives today with his Iranian wife in a
comfortable garden apartment in a Tehran suburb despite
various attempts over the years to bring him to justice.
Astonishingly, in 2001 Salahuddin, gained world fame as an
actor in Mohsen Makhmalbaf,s film, “Kandahar.”

When the Shah, passed away in Cairo on July 27, 1980, a group
of monarchists rallied around his son. On October 31, on the
occasion of his twenty-first birthday, Reza Pahlavi, called on all
patriotic forces inside and outside Iran to unite behind him and
“end the terrible nightmare that has gripped our homeland.”
Vowing to reign as a constitutional monarch he kissed a copy of
the Koran and stood at attention while the pre-revolutionary
national anthem was played. A film of the Kubbeh Palace
ceremony was delivered to sympathisers in Athens and
broadcast clandestinely into Iran. Millions of Iranian exiles,
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Mossadegh’s Legacy

By Abmed Vahdat

Sifting through the mass of news and commentaries about
Iran on the Internet, I recently came across the interesting
website of the Journal of Air Force Association of US.

In his analysis of the current situation in Iran, a Mr Peter
Grier writes in the journal:

“In 1953, the CIA conspired with Britain to overthrow
Iran’s elected Prime Minister, Mohammad Mossadegh, due
to worries that he would nationalise Iran’s oil industry. In
the short run, the coup was successful, but it provided anti-
US Iranians with a grievance that would prove highly
damaging over the long run. And the man the coup
empowered, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, was no
Churchill. He was not even a Sadat. Weak and indecisive,
he never quite managed to live up to Washington's idea of
a regionally influential leader.

Then came the revolution (1977-79), in which conservative
clerics crushed Westernising liberals and turned Iran into
an Islamic state”.

Mr Grier strikes a chord here. However, all the indications
are that this short, albeit sad, history of the contemporary
Iran is about to change again.

Half a century after Mossadegh'’s fall, the Iranian youth,
demonstrating almost daily against the oppressive regime
of the clerics, look to him and his ideals as inspirations for
building a new Iran.

Mossadegh’s uncompromising stance against despotism of
all hues and unwavering patriotism are the essence of this
new Iranain characteristics.

After fifty years of living under a Constitutional Monarchy
that seldom acted as such and an Islamic Republic that has
never been either of them, the Iranian people’s collective
conscious has come to believe that Mossadegh’s unfinished
agenda of establishing a secular and democratic Iran ruled
by elected civil governments is the way forward for
freedom of their ancient land.

The failure of the late Shah and Ayatlloah Khomeini (both
oblivious to Mossadegh’s legacy) to acknowledge these
deep desires of the Iranian people eroded whatever
popularity they may have had.

However, they are now past history. Iranians are now
actively searching for a better future and Mossadegh’s
vision and legacy can help achieve this peacefully and
honourably.

People’s Prince

Reza Pahlavi, the son of the late Shah, is securing an
important role for himself in a future Iran after the collapse
of the present regime. He quite rightly deserves this.
Distancing himself from the wrongs of his late father’s rule
and investing in the youth of Iran, he has abandoned his
princely privileges and joined the struggle of his
compatriots for the liberation of their country from the
most tyrannical rulers in their history.

His declared aims of seeking a secular and democratic
system of governance to replace the repressive and
theocratic regime of the Mullahs speak for the Iranian
people’s burning demands for ending the unbearable
conditions that they live in.

He is wise enough to rule out the status of a future monarch
for himself at this stage. Iranian democrats should see in
Reza Pahlavi and his supporters a powerful ally that can
help accelerate the pace of change in Iran.

Tranian Women Feel

Smothered By the Mullabs

Iranian authorities deported BBC’s reporter Sue Lloyd-
Roberts because she took pictures of something they said
does not exist - prostitution. The following is a shortened
account of her story that appears on the Middle East
section of the BBC’s news online.

The faceless men from the ministry called me on the mobile
phone. "We are deporting you tomorrow morning because you
have taken pictures of prostitutes. This is not a true reflection of
life in our Islamic Republic. We don't have prostitutes.”

But it was hard not to take pictures of prostitutes. Walking out
of the Laleh Hotel, a favourite for journalists in Tehran, they are
waiting under the trees in the nearby park and climbing into the
cars which kerb crawl along the wide avenues.

"I started selling sex at 11," 19-year-old Leilah says. She looks 30.
"There are 10 and 11-year-olds on the street as well. I had to do
it because my stepmother turned me out of my home and my
father dumped me here.

"But not all of us do it in order to survive. Many girls run away
from home because they can't bear the lack of freedom. They
prefer to become prostitutes than face the restrictions."

In the wealthier suburbs in northern Iran, the girls have their
headscarves pushed as far back off their faces as possible.
Nazenin reveals slashes of bright eye shadow to match her
powder blue scarf. How does she get away with make-up
which would have earned her a flogging only a couple of years
ago? "I think the mullahs are giving us more leeway these days
so that they can get up with their own business," she says.
"They want us to be distracted by make-up and drugs. They
allow tonnes of drugs to enter the country and create millions of
addicts."

"We get drugs and alcohol whenever we can," says Arash. "Sure,
I've been flogged for taking drugs and I've been flogged for
listening to a personal walkman while walking down the street.
We hate the lack of personal freedom in this country."

'Islam Offers No joy'

When Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran to lead the
revolution 23 years ago, he was honest enough to warn the
people of the new Islamic Republic that "Islam offers no joy".

It is the joylessness of life which young people complain about.
Fatima stopped to talk to me as I walked past the "Death to
Israel" rally in Tehran, an annual ritual where hundreds of
people are bussed into the city to shout obscenities against
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and US President George W
Bush. She was embarrassed. "Most of us don't think like that, at
least the educated ones who have read about how Iran was
before the revolution," the pretty 23-year-old says later,
surrounded by screaming women draped in shroud-like black
chadors. "We hate the way we have to behave and dress. The
Koran does not say we have to cover up like this.

"The mullahs force us to wear veils not to support Islam but to
control us and to further their own political interests. Young
people in Iran are unhappy and women especially are
desperate.”
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The Evolving Role Of

Religion In Contemporary
Iranian Politics

More than five years have now elapsed since the
start of the ‘2nd Khordad reform movement’ which
has transformed Iranian politics and brought many
of the serious inadequacies of the current theocratic
regime to the fore. Perhaps the most significant by
product of that movement, an often-overlooked
critical development, has been the re-emergence of
the Iranian youth on the political scene.

This is a feature that was conspicuously absent for much of the
1980's, the early 1990’s and in particular during the 8-year war
with Iraq. Today, there is little doubt that the new impetus for
change in the country’s political environment is to a large extent
a consequence of their re-emergence. This factor has already
manifested itself through the success which young Iranians
have enjoyed in spearheading a reformist movement that has
already succeeded in terminating the ascendancy of the
religious hardliners in both the executive and legislative
branches of the -albeit ‘still’- theocratic government.

Although, Iran’s fledgling student movement was brutally
challenged and suppressed in July 1999, one can confidently
claim that neither imprisonment nor any other form of
punishment have succeeded to silence or detract these young
Iranians from wishing to redefine many issues that bear
enormous consequences for their future - - - the future role of
religion in society being one of them. Aspiring to nothing less
than what has been historically demanded by their counterparts
in free societies the world over, the youth of Iran no longer wish
to remain constrained within the sterile intellectual atmosphere
ordained for them by their discredited rulers who are perceived
to have abused religion for the pursuit of their own unholy
agendas.

As the recent student demonstrations have shown most vividly,
there is no question that the majority of Iranians are supportive
of an agenda that would allow social and political institutions to
be liberated from the straight jacket and the
strictures of an unpopular theocracy. To this
end, the promotion of secular government
and the removal of the existing theocratic
order that bears sole responsibility for the
incredible amount of suffering which has
been inflicted upon the Iranian people over
the past 23 years, is perhaps the most
significant requirement of Iran’s student
movement which is part and parcel of a
general sentiment shared by an
overwhelming majority of all Iranians.

On the subject of the evolving role of
religion in Iran, it is perhaps appropriate to begin by
acknowledging from the very outset the importance of the
historical role which religion has enjoyed within Iranian
national life, particularly since the time when Shia’ism was
made the official religion of the country under Shah Ismail I
when he founded the Safavid dynasty in 1501.

Thus for almost five centuries prior to the revolution of 1979,
despite the diversity of cultures and religion within Iranian
society, the Shiite religious institution had come to enjoy a
unique status which had allowed it the privilege of exercising a

There is no question that the
majority of Iranians are
supportive of an agenda that
would allow social and political

institutions to be liberated from
the straight jacket and the
strictures of an unpopular
theocracy.

level of influence only matched by the
monarchy. It thus follows that what
began with the victory of the Islamic
Revolution and the establishment of a
formal regime in which Shiite religious
clerics took charge of the national
agenda under the guise of a newly
created Islamic Republic, was in actual
fact not without some precedence in
Iran. This point is further illustrated by
simply looking back at the dominant
role that was played by religious forces
in the closing years of the Qajar
dynasty in late 19th and early 20th centuries. Indeed, history
acknowledges the prominence of the role, which was played by
Islamic leaders in such key historical events as the
Constitutional Revolution of, 1906 and later in Reza Shah’s
decision not to opt for a modern republic following
parliament’s removal of Ahmad Shah Qajar from the Iranian
throne in 1925. In both of these incidents, as with numerous
others in all the preceding years, religious pressures exercised
through powerful and influential religious leaders had played a
significant part in influencing the course of events, while at the
same time providing some form of a checks and balance on the
actions of the various monarchs and their governments.
In historical terms, perhaps the only significant departure since
1979 has been the abolishment of the institution of Kingship,
which along with religion had a tradition of serving as one the
two most important pillars of the Iranian State. As a result, what
has consequently transpired since the establishment of an
‘Islamic Republic’ in Iran is the emergence of a new setting in
which political power has been wholly consolidated and
monopolized within the ranks of a new theocratic order.
Here, it is essential to stress the need for separating religion
from religious rule in Iran. To amplify this point, while one
might give much credence to the coveted position that religion
continues to enjoy within Iranian society — no less amongst a
quarter of Iran’s population which is composed of Sunnis as
well as members of other faiths- there is, no exaggeration in the
suggestion that there is universal dissatisfaction with the
unpopular theocracy that has undeniably lost the trust and
support of the Iranian people.
Thirteen years after the death of Ayatollah Khomeini, the failure
of Ayatollah Khamenei to fill the shoes his shoes has never been
more pronounced. His elevation to the lofty status of ‘Supreme
Leader’ is devoid of any religious validation and cannot be
interpreted as anything other than a political move carefully
orchestrated to preserve power and ensure continuity within a
small band of religious leaders who clearly
lack the support and benediction of their
more senior and established colleagues.
Consequently, it is no surprise to notice that
in the course of the past 13 years, while
Khamenei has been engaged in a constant
struggle to overcome his credibility gap,
religion in Iranian politics has served as a
mere veneer for providing a measure of
legitimacy to such leaders as Rafsanjani and
Khatami while at the same time denying
wider political participation to quarters not
directly associated with the ruling
establishment. This is clearly illustrated by the actions of the
‘Guardians Council’ that ‘vets’ and essentially eliminates
candidates of different persuasions from seeking public office
throughout the land.
Hence, while the regime boasts to the outside world about the
number of presidential and parliamentary elections it has
staged in the course of the last 23 years, it carefully and cleverly
omits to mention the fact that elections held under this so-called
system of ‘Islamic Democracy’ or ‘Mardom Salari-e Dini’, as
insisted upon by President Khatami, is nothing more than a
continued on page 44....

Mehrdad Khonsari
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Religious Dictatorship Looms,
Warns Largets Reformist Party

The head of Iran's main reform party,
Mohammad-Reza Khatami, has warned of the
risk of "dictatorship with religious overtones" at
the opening of a special party congress amid
growing political conflict.
Khatami, leader of the Islamic Iran Participation
Front (IIPF) and brother of President
Mohammad Khatami, accused a minority in the
conservative camp of planning to install a "state
of emergency” in the country. Khatami hit out at
"certain people" in the conservative judiciary,
\ saying they wanted to eliminate their opponents
F by charging them with blasphemy and
'l espionage. Khatami said two bills passed by
parliament last month but still to be scrutinised by conservative-dominated
watchdog bodies were the last chance to save the situation in Iran.
"They are the last link in the chain to show that the country can be governed
according to the constitution and the will of the people," he said. "Otherwise we
could be heading for a dictatorship with religious overtones."
The two bills passed by parliament aim to reduce the powers of the judiciary
and the Guardians Council, which vets legislation and candidates for election.
The Council "must end its policy of systematic obstruction" of reformist bills and
candidates, Khatami said, adding "the battle is between a democratic Islam and
a despotic Islam."

Court issues verdicts for FMI members

The Revolutionary Court has issued court rulings for 52 defendants of the banned
'Freedom Movement of Iran (FMI)' party, stressing that none of the charges against the
party members had been 'political’, the press reported here on Sunday. The Persian-
language daily 'Iran' quoted head of the Branch 21 of Tehran Revolutionary Court Hassan
Babaei as saying that the court had dropped charges of taking up arms against the
system on FMI, adding that the amount of arms and ammunition seized from the group
did not deserve the conviction.

The head of the Branch 21 of Tehran Revolutionary Court further said that the case of
Ebrahim Yazdi, the head of the group, is still going through preliminary investigations.

Iran Denies Secret Nuclear Plan

Iran has rejected United States claims that it is building two secret nuclear
facilities which could be used in the production of nuclear weapons.
"Iran's aim regarding this issue is totally clear, transparent and peaceful and is
compatible with international conventions," Foreign Ministry spokesman
Hamid Reza Asefi said.
United States officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said that two sites
had been spotted in commercial satellite photographs taken in September. Bush
has denounced Iran as a state sponsor of terrorism
Both facilities, near the towns of Natanz and Arak in central Iran, are of a type
that could be used to help build a nuclear weapon, the officials said.
The whereabouts of the two facilities were first revealed by a Paris-based
Iranian rebel group, the National Council of Resistance of Iran.

5t 2 TR Iran is already building a
| nuclear power plant, with
the help of Russian
technicians, at the port of
Bushehr, which is scheduled
to begin operating in 2004.
The scheme has drawn
strong objections from the
US, which says it is
concerned that Iran intends

to develop weapons-grade plutonium there.
Earlier this year the director of the Central Intelligence Agency, George Tenet,
said America is concerned that countries like Iran may make "sudden leaps" in
their nuclear programmes. (Source: BBC News Online)

Addressing journalists at the National Press
Club in Washington on 12th December 2002,
Reza Pahlavi, the 42-year old son of the late
Shah of Iran, issued a stern warning to the
European Union against “cutting deals” with a
regime that has brought economic ruin to Iran
and misery to millions.

In a clear reference to the recent student
protests in Iran, Reza Pahlavi warned the media
not to be fooled by the so-called battle between
hardliners and reformers.

“Our youth are no longer afraid today” he said.
Reza Pahlavi who has been passionately
advocating a campaign of civil disobedience
against the ruling theocracy in Iran reproached
Western governments, particularly the
European Union and human rights
organisations, of being insensitive to the
suffering of the Iranian people.

“I stand here to tell you that the Iranian people
have come of age”, Reza Pahlavi declared.
Fielding questions he urged the world to
support the Iranian people’s struggle for a
secular state and described the policies of
President Mohammad Khatami a “failure”.
Reza Pahlavi described the Islamic republic as a
“sinking ship”. He stressed that his mission in
life was not to become a constitutional monarch
but to bring the Iranian people to a national
referendum. After that, it was up to the people
to decide his fate. “I will stand to serve my
compatriots in whatever capacity they see fit.”

EU, Breaking With US,
Will Kick Off Iran

The European Union has kicked off trade talks
with Iran, deepening its differences with the
U.S. on how to deal with the key Islamic country
which Washington has branded part of the "axis
of evil."

Under the proposed agreement, Iran would be
forced to apply the same tariff rates to E.U.
products as it does to any other trading partner,
said Arancha Gonzalez, E.U. Commission trade
spokeswoman. Before any trade agreement,
however, the EU. will insist that Iran sign a
political agreement pledging to improve human
rights and end the country's support for
terrorism. The E.U. argues closer economic ties
will help support Iran's ongoing economic and
political reforms.

"If we want to help lock in reforms in Iran, we
can contribute by agreeing on a trade and co-
operation package, which includes a political
and terrorism dialogue,” Gonzalez said.

By Matthew Newman, Dow Jones
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Tension breathes new life into Iranian youth

By: Ali Reza Nourizadeh

During the first Iranian student revolt of
July 1999, a photograph taken by a
foreign news cameraman turned into a
symbol of the students’ anger and
defiance. The photograph was first
published in The Economist but soon
embedded itself in the consciousness of
Iranians and freedom-lovers the world
over. It portrayed a handsome young
man, not quite 20, holding up the
bloodstained shirt of one of his fallen
comrades. The young student in the
photograph was named Ahmed Batebi.
Batebi disappeared soon after the
authorities succeeded in suppressing the
student uprising - raising concerns about
his fate among student unions and
international human rights organizations.
Reformist newspapers (subsequently
banned) ran interviews with his family
and friends, who were worried about
what had become of him. It took several
weeks for news to come out that Batebi
was being held at a jail run by the
Revolutionary ~ Guards” intelligence
bureau. Because of the horrific torture he
had been subjected to, he was
subsequently transferred to a Guards
clinic for treatment.

Information about the treatment meted
out to Batebi (which was leaked to
Amnesty International and the Western
press by circles close to President
Mohammed Khatami) caused a wave of
consternation around the world. UN
Human Rights Commissioner Mary
Robinson intervened in the matter and
warned the Iranian authorities not to
abuse Batebi and his jailed comrades.
Perhaps because of this intervention - as
well as hidden pressure by Khatami -
judiciary  chief Sayyed Mahmoud
Hashemi was forced to commute the
death sentence passed on Batebi to life
imprisonment. This was later reduced
further to 10 years in prison.

But what had Ahmed Batebi done to
deserve a death sentence?

According to an official in the Daftar-e
Tahkim-e Vahdat (“Office for
Strengthening Unity” or OSU - a leading
pro-reform student union), prosecutors
had leveled empty and false charges at
Batebi, such as conspiring against the
regime, and cooperating with foreign
circles to discredit the regime and smear
its leaders. Yet the most preposterous
accusation was that leveled by the chief
judge who tried Batebi. He charged that
Batebi had used his charm to incite
women against the revolution and the
Islamic regime!

In a letter he smuggled out of jail two
years after his arrest, Batebi described in
detail the various means of physical and
mental torture he was subjected to in
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order to break his will. Batebi wrote that
he had agreed - under torture - to be
filmed by Iranian TV signing a confession
written by one of his interrogators. He
stressed that this confession was false and
signed under duress. Iranian TV, which
was about to air the film of Batebi’s
“confession,” relented after Iranian and
Western newspapers printed his letter.
Last month, after relentless pressure from
Amnesty, Middle East Watch and other
human rights watchdogs, the authorities
at Tehran’s Evin Prison agreed to allow
Batebi out for two weeks to see a dentist
after he “lost” some of his teeth while in
jail.

The man who walked out of Evin was not
the same handsome young student seen
on the cover of The Economist. Batebi left
Evin a broken man.

Having lost more than 20 kilograms,
Batebi looked like a terminally ill cancer
patient. There was no life and no hope left
in his eyes. Nevertheless, he refused to
take advantage of an offer made by one of
his relatives living outside Iran to have
him smuggled outside the country. Batebi
said he would rather return to jail and
share the fate of thousands of students,
writers and intellectuals until the day
dawns when the word prevails over the
gun, love conquers hate and beauty
overcomes ugliness.

And sure enough, with his two weeks up
Batebi went back inside to become a
symbol of what has come to be called the
Green Generation; a generation of beauty
and pride; a generation that loves
humanity and life, and rejects the slogan

A new generation has entered
the stage in Iran. It is called
the Green Generation, for its

love of life and rejection of
death to this or that

of death, whether it were directed at
America or the regime.

During the three years Batebi (and others
such as Akbar Mohammadi and Heshmat
Tabarzadi) spent in jail, the conservatives
used every means at their disposal to
break the back of the student movement.
The schisms and divisions that appeared
recently in the ranks of the OSU
strengthened the conviction among
conservatives and their unelected cohorts
(who control the judiciary, radio, TV, the
Baseej volunteers and some security
organizations) that the student movement
was on the verge of collapse, and that the
uprising of July 1999 would never happen
again.

That was why the events of the last couple
of weeks were a major shock to the
conservative camp.

Only a few hours after Saleh Nikbakht,
the lawyer representing Hashem Aghajari
(who heads the department of history at
Tehran University), declared that a
sentence of death had been passed against
his client, well-organized student
demonstrations came out onto the streets
of Tehran and 36 other Iranian cities and
towns.

While the 1999 revolt was largely
confined to the universities of Tehran and
Tabriz, this time the demonstrations were
much more widespread, with thousands
of students, teachers and parents taking
part. Students raising banners reflecting
how their demands had changed since
July 1999 surrounded universities and
other institutions of higher learning.
Besides calling for the death sentence
against Aghajari to be repealed, the
students also chanted the following
slogans:

“We want religion to be separated from
the state.”

“Religion is God’s and the country is for
all.”

“Iran has become Palestine; O Iranians,
why do you do nothing?”

“Khatami, Khatami, do not surrender.”
“Referendum, referendum: This is our
slogan.”

The last was a call for asking the people
what kind of regime they want.

Ahmad Batebi and his comrades watched
this latest revolt unfold from behind the
bars of Evin Prison. They are certain that
their days inside are numbered, and that
they will soon be free. The Green
Generation is chanting for life and the
future in Tehran, Shiraz, Mashhad,
Isfahan, Kerman, Ahvaz, - while a
minority mobilized by the conservatives
tries to drown out its songs with screams
of “Death to democracy, death to
university, death to students.”

This article has also appeared in Daily
Star of Lebanon.
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Hossein Ali Qazian puts
his hand to his face
during his trial in Tehran,
Iran. Hossein Ali Qazian
and colleagues Abbas
Abdi and Behrouz
Geranpayeh were
arrested in October and
November after
conducting a survey that
showed strong public
support for dialogue with
the United States. The
poll angered Iran's hard-
line clerics who have
ruled that relations with
Washington were treason.

Bebind bars...Iranian students display pictures of
Mohamad Mossadegh and Ali Shariati through the closed
gates of Tehran University while protesting at the clamp
down on the reformist movement and its political leaders,
culminated in the death verdict on the free-thinker Hashem
Aghajari.

Mossadegh’s Legacy

By Ahmed Vahdat page 47

The Evolving Role of Religion
In Contemporary Iranian Politics
By Mebrdad Khonsari

More than five years have now elapsed since the start of
the ‘2nd Khordad reform movement’ which has
transformed Iranian politics and brought many of the
serious inadequacies of the current theocratic regime to
the fore. Page 48
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We wish our readers and their

Jamilies a merry Christmas and a
bappy and prosperous New Year
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Tension breathes new

life into Iranian youth
By Ali Reza Nourizadeh

During the first Iranian student revolt of July 1999, a
photograph taken by a foreign news cameraman turned into a
symbol of the students’ anger and defiance. The photograph
was first published in The Economist but soon embedded itself
in the consciousness of Iranians and freedom-lovers the world
over. It portrayed a handsome young man, not quite 20,
holding up the bloodstained shirt of one of his fallen
comrades. The young student in the photograph was named
Ahmed Batebi. Page 50

Party politics...Oblivious to the repressive social codes set
by the Mullahs, the Iranian youth enjoy a day out in the ski
slopes of Dizin in north Tehran.






